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Amol Phadke, Senior Scientist, UC Berkeley, ESIG 2020 
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W H Y  9 0 %  C L E A N  B Y  2 0 3 5 ?

• The electric sector is a major contributor to greenhouse gas 
emissions (GHG) –

• cuts to climate pollution from electric power by 2035 
is a critical step needed to cut economy-wide 
emissions 

• Low-cost reductions in GHG emissions must be pursued soon 
to avoid worst climate change impacts

• Renewables and storage are now less expensive than 
fossil power 

• This is the first study to show that wind, solar and storage 
and can deliver massive emission reductions w/o increasing 
consumer costs

• The build out of renewables and storage envisioned is 
aggressive but feasible

• Economic, health and climate benefits of a 90% clean 
generation sector are massive and could significantly 
contribute to COVID-19 economic recovery
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C O S T  D E C L I N E S  A R E  R E V I S E D  D O W N W A R D S  A N N U A L LY  
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D R A M AT I C  C O S T  D E C L I N E S  A R R I V E D  
S O O N E R  T H A N  A N T I C I PAT E D
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S T R O N G  P O L I C I E S  R E Q U I R E D  F O R  A  
9 0 %  C L E A N  G R I D  B Y  2 0 3 5
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D E P E N D A B L E  W I T H O U T  C O A L  O R  N E W  G A S
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E L E C T R I C I T Y  C O S T S  L O W E R  T H A N  T O D AY
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S C A L I N G  U P  R E N E WA B L E S  I S  F E A S I B L E
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S I G N I F I C A N T LY  I N C R E A S E S  E N E R G Y  S E C T O R  E M P L O Y M E N T

Supports 500,000 more jobs 
each year through 2035 than business as usual
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Economic 
recovery opportunity

Jobs and infrastructure 

No increased costs for 
customers

C L E A N  E L E C T R I C I T Y  I S  T H E  R O A D  T O  R E C O V E R Y
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